
PINEAPPLE 
     (Ananascomosus L.Merr.) 

 
 

Pineapple is one of the commercially grown 
fruit crops of NE region. It is a good  
source of vitamin' A' and 'C' and is fairly rich in 
vitamins Band B2. It contains bromelin; a  
digestive enzyme. The fruit in addition to being 
eaten fresh can also be canned and processed  
in different forms.  
 
Soil and Climate  

Practically every soil is suitable for 
pineapple provided the soil have the property of  
good retention of moisture, drainage and aeration. 
The pH should not be more than 6.0.  

It is a crop of humid tropics. The optimum temperature for its successful cultivation is  
22°_ 32°C and it can be grown up to 1100 msl. 
 
Cultivars  

Kew and Queen are most suitable varieties for cultivation in the region.  

 
Planting material  

Suckers and slips are usually preferred for planting since they flower comparatively  
earlier than crown. Slips of 45-50 cm size weighing from 350-450 g give early and uniform  
flowering and fruiting, followed by 55-60 cm suckers weighing 500-750 g.  

 
Planting  

Pineapple is planted during monsoon. About 85% plants set fruits and become ready  
for harvesting in 18 months of planting. Planting of pineapple across the slope prove better  
for getting higher yield because of least soil loss. Planting is done at a spacing of 30x60x90  
cm in double row method of planting, which accommodates 43,500 plants/ha i.e. suckers  
should be planted at a distance of 30 cm from plant to plant in the line and 60 cm in between  
two lines, and 90 cm between two double rows.  
 
Manure and Fertilizer  

Well rotten FYM @ 500 g/pit should be applied at 15-20 days before planting. 12 g  
each of N &Kp/plant is recommended. There is no need of phosphorus application.  
However, if the soils are poor in phosphorus, 4 g of pp/plant can be applied. First dose of  
nitrogen is given two months after planting and the last dose at 12 months after planting.  
Entire phosphorus and half dose of potash are given at the time of planting and the remaining  
potash 6 months after planting. 

Mulching  
To conserve moisture and suppress weed growth, mulching with black polythene  

followed by thatch grass gives better yield and quality.  

Flower induction  
For uniform flowering in pineapple, application of 25-ppm Ethrel (6.25 ml/100 litre of  

water) + 2% Urea + 0.05% Sodium carbonate is recommended. Application is done at 40-45  
leaf stages. 50 ml of the solution should be poured into the heart of the plant. Chemicals  
should not be applied during rains. Plants start flowering in 45-50 days after application of  
the solution. 

.  
Insect/Pests  

Mealy bug, vector of pineapple wilt virus, is the most important pest of pineapple.  



Application of Ph or ate granules @ 1.75 kg a.i./ha is recommended for control of mealy 
bug.  
 
 

Diseases  
Heart rot or stem and root rot are common disease of pineapple. The green leaves  

turn yellowish green and tips turn brown and the central whorl of leaves when affected will  
come out with a gentle pull. Basal portion of the leaves shows sign of rotting and emits foul  
odour. This disease can be controlled by good drainage, proper selection of healthy planting  
material and prophylactic treatment of planting material with DithaneZ-78 (3g/litre water)).  

Harvesting and yield  
In general, pineapple attains flowering at 10-12 months after planting and fruits mature  

at 15-18 months after planting. The fruits should be harvested when 114-112 of the fruits  
from basal end changes its colour to yellow.  

Average yield has been recorded in the tune of 40-50 t/ha.  

Round the year availability of fruits  
There is possibility of spreading fruit harvest almost throughout the year by planting of  

pineapple at regular interval throughout the year, using suckers and slips of different sizes  
and crown as planting materials and application of flower inducing chemicals.  

Slips or suckers of pineapple should be planted from July to December followed by  
application of 25 ppm Ethrel (6.25 ml/l00 litres of water) + 2% Urea + 0.05% Sodium  
carbonate between 335 and 365 days after planting. Application of chemicals at an interval  
of 7 days from April to November can ensure steady harvest of fruits throughout the year.  
 


